
Important Dates
CLOSED for Thanksgiving:  
Thurs. Nov. 27 – Sun. Nov. 30

CLOSED from Weds. Dec. 24 –  
Sun. Jan. 4.

REMEMBER: You can always find 
our hours and any closure dates on 
MathSchedule.com.

Puzzle

Website of the Month
Check out Erich Friedman’s “1-2-
3 Puzzles” Fill in the boxes with the 
numbers 1, 2, and 3 according to the 
rules of the game (go to mathsense.
com/123puzzle for puzzles and rules).

We Make Math Make Sense.
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November 2014 Newsletter
Progress Updates - Unless you started Mathnasium only very recently 
in the last 30 days, you should have been contacted to meet with the 
educational director about your child’s progress update. If somehow 
you missed the email or phone message, please contact our office.  
Mathnasium is an individualized program, and your specific goals and 
feedback on your child’s learning plan and progress contribute to the 
process, so we value your involvement.

Parent Communication
We want you to be informed and involved in your child’s math learn-
ing process. This table will explain the communication you can expect 
from us:

Type of Update Frequency Method
Assessment results and new 
learning plan

Whenever an  
assessment is taken

Email

Post-Assessment  
Comparison: the post- 
assessment results  
comparison shows improve-
ment over pre-assessment

When learning plan is 
completed

Email

Progress Update and  
Mastery Checks

Every 10 sessions Email

Parent Connects – Progress 
Audit

Every 60-90 days In-person 
meeting

Behavioral/Productivity  
issues

As needed Phone

“What number is the car parked at?”
(On an elementary school math quiz 

in Hong Kong)

We also need to hear from YOU!
• Student Questionnaire - please drop by the office or email us if 

you didn’t fill one out

• When you receive feedback from your child or school teacher 
that may be helpful for us, let us know.  The luxury of an individu-
alized learning plan is that we can tweak it to support your child 
more effectively.

• Come to your child’s Progress Update meeting prepared with 
questions, concerns, suggestions.



Did you know...?
MathSchedule.com – Self-scheduling is the easiest and quickest way 
to handle scheduling changes because you have instant, 24/7 ac-
cess to what’s available right at that moment, and you also get instant 
confirmation about your new appointment time. First time? You will 
find a link to a how-to video that walks through all of the steps of look-
ing up and rescheduling sessions.

Weather closures – When there are inclement weather conditions, 
the center will follow the public school weather closures.  To be sure, 
always check mathschedule.com for the latest weather announce-
ments. 
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Strategies for Word Problems

The PARCC test will ask students to apply their knowledge in real-
world situations. At least 80% of the questions on the test will be 
word problems. Many students struggle with word problems or 
find them more challenging. At Mathnasium, we encourage our 
students to employ these strategies for word problems:

1. Identify key words. Key words can be the clue to find-
ing out exactly what the problem is asking. For instance, 
“combined” or “increased” is a clue that this is an addition 
problem; “reduced” or “decreased” are clues that lead to 
subtraction.

2. Draw a picture. Having to draw pictures forces a student to 
try to understand the word problem. Seeing the visual repre-
sentation may also make it easier to solve the problem. 

3. Scrap paper. We encourage our students to give themselves 
plenty of space to show their work. It also makes it easier to 
double-check their work when the steps are all written out.

4. Make a list. For word problems involving several different 
people or objects, it can be helpful to make a list or table to 
help organize the data.

5. Write a number sentence. Instead of trying to solve the 
problems right away, translate the words into a number 
sentence. This way, a student won’t have to keep track of 
words as well as numbers.

6. Work backwards. For multi-step problems, it’s often helpful 
to work backwards. If the word problem describes a result or 
outcome, students can work backwards from that outcome 
to find the answer to the question.

Raffle Winners!
NEWTON:
Morgan G.

Leah B.
Eva R.

Congratulations!!
Make sure your child knows how to 
earn tickets to be entered into next 
month’s raffle!

Raffle Prize:

Math Laughs…
 

Happy Thanksgiving!
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Dear Mathnasium Parents, 

We want to update you about the PARCC test that will be replacing the MCAS. Here is some useful 

information for you! 

5 Things That the New PARCC Test Measures 

1. Progress to readiness for college and careers. MCAS was not designed to measure college or career 

readiness, merely mastery of class material. This is why PARCC puts emphasis on applying 

knowledge and reasoning. It is also a reason for the use of a computer-based test, since computer 

skills are necessary for college and careers. 

 

2. Level of mastery of the material. There are different levels of mastery, ranging from Partial to 

Distinguished; this means that not all errors are created equal! For instance, major computation errors 

show a partial command of the material, while completeness of reasoning may be the difference 

between “Moderate” and “Strong” mastery. 

3. Applied knowledge. This means the test has an emphasis on word problems. Students are not just 

being tested on their ability to perform calculations, but also on their ability to apply that material to 

real-world situations. As students advance, they should also be able to apply the concepts they have 

learned to new contexts and understand that the same rules still hold. 

4. Reasoning skills. It is important that a student be able to determine whether an answer to a problem 

is reasonable or not. This will show their math sense. 

5. Mental math. A student’s command of the material will be considered stronger if they can work out 

the answer without having to use a model (for instance, adding without counting shapes). However, 

space is provided to show work, which means that a student who has the right idea but made a small 

calculation error can be assessed correctly. 

3 Key Differences Between MCAS and PARCC 

1. PARCC is a test that assesses students against a nationalized standard. PARCC tests whether 

students have mastered Common Core standards, which Massachusetts began teaching in 2011. The 

MCAS was specific to Massachusetts. This means that student performance can now be compared 

against students across the country more accurately. 

 

2. MCAS was all paper-and-pencil. PARCC is all on a computer. At first, some schools may use a 

temporary paper-and-pencil version of PARCC while they update their equipment. The online test is 

especially helpful in terms of accessibility. For instance, a student 

with a visual impairment does not need a special large-print test, 

since the text size on the online test can simply be increased. 

 

3. The PARCC test will be administered in grades 3-11. MCAS was 

not administered in grades 9 and 11. 

 

PARCC Website: www.parcconline.org 

http://www.parcconline.org/
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The PARCC test is over 80% word problems. 

See how your child does with a sample PARCC test problem for her grade level. 

3rd Grade:  

Carol plays a ball game. She gets 7 points each time her ball hits a target. If she hits the target at least 5 times 

in a row, she gets an extra 25 points. 

 

 What is the total number of points Carol gets if she hits the target 5 times in a row? 

 

4th Grade:  

Hayley has 272 beads. She buys 38 more beads. She will use 89 beads to make bracelets and the rest to 

make necklaces. She will use 9 beads for each necklace. 

 

  What is the greatest number of necklaces Hayley can make? 

 

5th Grade: 

Mr. Edwards is making sandwiches. He has 4 pounds of cheese. He puts  
 

 
  pound of cheese in each 

sandwich. 

 

 What is the total number of sandwiches Mr. Edwards made using all 4 pounds of cheese? 

 

6th Grade: 

During a sale, all pillows are   
 

 
  off the regular price.  

 

 Use the equation editor to write an expression that represents the amount of money  saved on a 

pillow that had a regular price of  d  dollars. 

 

 Enter only your expression. 

 

7th Grade: 

Devon exercised the same amount of time each day for 5 days last week. 

 

 His exercise included walking and swimming. 

 Each day he exercised, he walked 10 minutes. 

 He exercised for a total of 225 minutes last week. 

 

 What is the number of minutes Devon swam each of the 5 days last week?  

  

8th Grade: 

The body of a 154-pound person contains approximately        milligrams of gold and         
milligrams of aluminum. Based on this information, the number of milligrams of aluminum in the body is 

how many times the number of milligrams of gold in the body?  

 


