
Important Dates
Find center calendar or weather  
announcements, at  
www.mathschedule.com

Feb 15-Feb 21: Center is open  
regular hours during school vacation

(Great time to use up make-up  
sessions)

 
Parent Puzzle

We Make Math Make Sense.
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January 2015 Newsletter

Mathnasium News
• Weather Closings – Check mathschedule.com for weather-relat-

ed open/close.  We will also email affected parents if the center 
is closed.  Your cancelled sessions have been banked so you can 
reschedule them on another day.

• Feb Vacation Week – Center is open regular hours (private school 
students do not get that week off). This is a great time to use up 
banked sessions.  Come an extra day, or stay for two hours.  You 
can reschedule your banked sessions at mathschedule.com the 
same way you would reschedule a regular session.

• PARCC (public school students) – As you know, MCAS has been 
replaced by PARCC.  PARCC is heavily focused on word-prob-
lems to prepare students for real world applications.  We will be 
sending out an email with a link for you to respond to if you’d like 
us to work on PARCC with your child.  PARCC will take away a 
portion of the Mathnasium instruction time and requires the  
Massachusetts PARCC practice test workbook that costs $14.35.

• Mathnasium First Steps at the JCC – Got preschoolers?  Mathna-
sium runs a Monday and Thursday pre-school math enrichment 
program at the JCC for pre-schoolers.  It’s open to the public, if 
you have younger children who love math, you can find more 
details at www.bostonjcc.org

• RAFFLE Ticket – Please ask your child to bring in the enclosed 
raffle ticket.  It’s a way for us to gauge readership of this newslet-
ter.  Solve the parent puzzle on this page and write the answer on 
the back of the raffle ticket.  if your answer is correct, your child 
gets an additional raffle ticket.  Raffle tickets are drawn every 
month and 3 lucky students get a nice prize.

Thank you for entrusting your children to us.  We always welcome your 
feedback.  If you have suggestions or feedback on the newsletter, we 
would also love to hear it. 

Stay warm, Go Pats!

Myrtha Chang

Solution to last month’s puzzle: 87.
(Turn the sheet upside down.)

This Month’s 
Puzzle:

Half-way through the 2nd quarter, 
what fraction of the game is left?

Website of the Month
Check out the game Coffee Shop at 
www.coolmath.com. Develop your 
own recipe for a cup of coffee, set 
the price, and 
see how much 
you sell!  

Game 
developed by 
Armor Games 
Inc.



Did you know...?
Math educators know that students who are behind in elementary 
school become much more behind by high school.  However, a 
recent study showed that predictor of success starts even earlier.  The 
longitudinal study concludes that students who don’t gain basic num-
ber sense when they enter kindergarten “will continue to fall behind 
in math — and that is true even after statistical adjustments for differ-
ences in basic intelligence, working memory, attentive behavior, low-
income status and ethnicity.”
Articles like that are misleading.  They can make parents feel stuck, 
resigned.  And guilty; that they didn’t start early.  That they let their 
toddlers watch cartoons instead of learning to skip-count.   Please 
take it from me: it’s not too late.
We’ve found that the biggest reason bright students struggle in math is 
because of hidden gaps that make new learning hard because math 
is cumulative.  It could be that your child was out sick that lesson day, 
or the way the teacher explained the new concept didn’t quite con-
nect with him/her.  Whatever the reason for the gaps, when we play 
detective, identify the gaps, then fill them in, we’ve seen kids become 
more relaxed about math, more confident, and that confidence 
alone can make a huge difference in their belief about themselves 
about math.
If you didn’t ask your child as toddlers to count the chairs in your 
house, or compare geometric shapes or sort beads by color, what 
matters is now. You are giving him/her 
the support your child needs now and 
that will make a big difference to her 
tomorrow.
There’s a saying, the best time to plant 
an oak tree is a hundred years ago.  
The second best time to plant an oak 
tree is today.  
Article source: www.deseretnews.com   
(search: Math success starts early)
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Working Backwards
Did you know that you can help your child develop his/her problem-solving skills in your day-to-day  
activities at home without resorting to a single page of paper word problem?  

For example, the strategy of “Working backwards”.  The issue with word problems is that often there are 
too many numbers buried in too many words.  To be good at solving word problem you need to extract  
 a) what is the question and  
 b) what is the information I need/provided.    
You can develop this skill in your child by verbally asking him problems with not enough information.    
When you ask your child, “We need to get to Grandma’s by 5 pm, it takes 20 minutes to stop and get 
flowers, what time should we leave?”  It prompts your child to think and ask for missing information. He is 
practicing “working backwards” to get to his goal.

Come up with a word problem for a real life problem for your child today and deliberately hold out a 
piece of crucial information.  Observe how your child thinks through the problem and discovers he is  
missing crucial data.

December  
Raffle Winners!

Sean W.
Tahina T.-L.
Krishna P.

Congratulations!!
Raffle Prize:


