
Important Dates
Find center calendar or weather  
announcements, at  
www.mathschedule.com
Feb 15-Feb 21: Center is open  
regular hours during school vacation
(Great time to use up make-up  
sessions) 

Parent Puzzle

We Make Math Make Sense.

(617) 340-3665    newton@mathnasium.com Page 1 of 2

February 2015 Newsletter

Mathnasium News
• Weather Closings – Check www.mathschedule.com for weather  

related center closings.

• Feb Vacation Week – The Center is open regular hours throughout 
February school vacation (Feb 15-21).  Not going to be around?  
Please reschedule your sessions online so you don’t lose them. 
Visit www.MathSchedule.com to reschedule your sessions.

• RAFFLE Ticket – Please ask your child to bring in the enclosed 
raffle ticket.  It’s a way for us to gauge readership of this newslet-
ter.  Solve the parent puzzle on this page and write the answer on 
the back of the raffle ticket.  if your answer is correct, your child 
gets an additional raffle ticket.  Raffle tickets are drawn every 
month and 3 lucky students get a nice prize.

• Donations for the prize cabinets –  Students here work hard to 
earn hole punches on their punch cards that they use to redeem 
prizes in the cabinets.  Before you throw out new and unused 
goodies, party favors, or toys, please consider donating them to 
the prize cabinet.

• PARCC – In a couple of weeks, our students will spend a few min-
utes each session working on PARCC practice tests.  Even if your 
child is in private school or taking the MCAS this year, we rec-
ommend working on the PARCC to see how your child is doing 
against the national Common Core standards for his/her grade.  
If you prefer that your child does not work on PARCC at Mathna-
sium, please email us or drop by the office and let us know.  Origi-
nally we said there was going to be a fee to get the material, but 
we have now found other sources of practice test material that 
we’ll be using at no extra cost to you.

I will be in Singapore until February 26th to visit my parents.  Don’t feel 
too jealous, I heard the monsoon rains have caused huge 2-foot floods 
over there. I will try to bring some warm weather with me when I come 
back.

Please stay safe, warm and dry,

Myrtha Chang

What is the weight of the items 
on the last scale? 

Website of the Month
PBS Kids has a great website where 
you can play math games online: 
http://pbskids.org/games/math/



Did you know...?
How to find and reschedule your banked sessions.  Banked sessions 
can be found at the bottom of your list when you log into  
MathSchedule.com.  You can easily click modify to move it to  
another date.
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Breaking Problems into Friendlier Numbers
Breaking problems into friendlier numbers is a helpful strategy that comes in handy your whole life.  It  
often requires a child to visualize the numbers, and that develops his/her number sense and exercises 
those mental math muscles.  Calculators are allowed when taking the SAT.  But the kids who score high 
are using their heads and simple strategies like this to get the answers quickly.

Example 1. Half of 117.  Think of it as half of 100 and half of 17.  Half of 100 is easy: 50.  
Half of 17 is 8 ½.  So half of 117 is 50 + 17 ½ = 67 ½.

Example 2. Half of 5 ¼.  Think of it as half of 5, which is 2 ½,  plus half of ¼, which is 1/8.  
So the answer is 2 ½ + 1/8 = 2 5/8. 

Example 3. 5% of $12.80. A friendlier percentage number is 10%.  10% of $12.80 is $1.28.  
5% is half of 10%, so 5% of $12.80 is half of $1.28 which is half of $1, plus half of 28 cents 
= 64 cents.

Example 4. 56.4 + 3.7. Whole numbers are friendlier to add, so add the 3 first, then add the 0.7

Example 5. A quarter of a 68.  Halves are friendlier concepts than quarters.  So halve the number first (68/2 
= 34), then halve it again (34/2 = 17).

Math is so much more engaging and fun when you can visualize it, when you have mental strategies and 
constructs to estimate and solve problems.  It’s when kids think that math is always about whipping out a 
piece of paper and pencil to step through the series of memorized procedures that make math dry and 
uninteresting.

February  
Raffle Winners!

Deven C.
Ryan K.

Jaime H.
Congratulations!!

Raffle Prize:

Cartoon

Make sure your child knows how to 
earn more raffle tickets! And remem-
ber, correctly answering the Parent 
Puzzle can earn your child an add-
ditional raffle ticket as well.


