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SUMMARY 
 
1. Summer  - Avoid the Summer Slide 
2. April vacation Week 

a) Morning Programming/Coding Day Camp M-F 10 am to 3 pm 
b) Afternoon Math+Tech Camp M-F 3:30 – 6:30 pm 

3. IXL Homework – now Emailed to parents 
4. FAQ – Can I get extra homework for my child? 
5. Article: Why Singapore Math students excel – Elements to try at home 
 

Summer Programs 

Avoid the summer slide and get a jump start on next year’s math.  Register for 8-
session or 16-sessions or Unlimited sessions at www.mathsummer.com  School 
year members, use coupon code “MEMBER” for $100 discount if you register by 
May 31.  If you are not going to be in town, order a Summer Workbook to take with 
you.  mathsense.com/summerworkbook 

April Public School Vacation Week Apr 17-21  

 Center is open regular hours during Winter/Spring school vacation weeks. 

 If your child will not be around, reschedule their sessions so you don’t lose them. 

 For extra math boost (and fun, of course) during vacation weeks, check out our 
Feb Vacation Afternoon Camp: M-F 3:30 to 6:30 pm.  Sign up for 2-5 days.  
Details at:  http://www.mathsense.com/boost  

 KTByte Computer Science Academy will be teaching kids 8-12 how to code.  
Coding is the new literacy.  M-F 9 am- 3 pm at Mathnasium Newton.  Details at:  
www.mathsense.com/learn2code 

IXL Homework – now Emailed to Parents 
 

You should have started to receive Homework Emails from your child’s instructors.  
The IXL homework link in the email will take you directly to the homework page.  We 
will no longer be using purple homework folders and be at the mercy of students 
forgetting to bring them, losing them, leaving them in the parking lot, etc. 
 
We put together a homework FAQ that can answer your questions on a) what if my 
child requests more homework, where to find them? b) How can I get data on my 
child’s homework usage and performance?  c) What kind of incentives/rewards does 
my child get for doing homework?  And more questions you didn’t think of.  Please 
take time to review the IXL FAQ here:   
http://mathsense.com/parents/parent-handbook.pdf#page=11 
 

IXL Homework – need more? 

If your child is asking for more homework than the one assigned, 
(after you give him nice pat on the back), here are 3 easy options.   

a) Click the Recommendations link on the menu bar of 
IXL.com.  It will suggest a list of practice depending on 
your child’s past history. 

b)  Click on Topics -> Word Problems to take you to the Word Problems 
topics.  Most students can get more problem solving skills. 

c) Ask your child what he is doing in math at school, then put that topic in 
the Search box and select  
More FAQ at   http://mathsense.com/parents/parent-handbook.pdf 

Calendar 

Center is OPEN regular hours 
during April Vacation Week.   
 
Center is CLOSED for Easter 
weekend: Fri April 14 through 
Sun April 16 
 
April Vacation Camp Mon-Fri 
3:30 to 6:30 pm.  Details at: 
www.mathsense.com/boost 
 
Note: You can always see the 
center calendar, as well as 
weather announcements, at 
www.mathschedule.com 
 

 
www.mcasmath.com 
MCAS Practice Tests 

 

All MA Public 
Schools 
students from 
Grades 3 – 8 
will be taking 
the MCAS 
standardized 
test in April/May. The best way to 
prepare for a standardized test is to 
practice on past years.  Private 
school students not taking the test 
can still benefit from the problem-
solving skills that MCAS fosters.  
Get details: click the MCAS red 
button on the parent portal:  
www.mathschedule.com   
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Article: Why Singapore Kids are so 

good at math 
 
Article Source: Financial Times March 25, 2017:  

http://mathsense.com/singaporekids 
 
I don’t know if I was born with the math gene or 
not.  Because it wouldn’t have mattered where I 
went to school in Singapore.   Math gene or not, we 
were expected to keep up.  According to this article, that’s one of the reasons “Why 
Singapore Kids are so good at math”: a 
growth mindset, rather than a “you-are-
either-born-with-it-or-not” fixed mindset.   
 
Article excerpt: Here are Elements of the 
Singapore method to try at home 
 
● Be a positive role model for math. Never claim, “I was hopeless at math,” because every 
child can be good at math with the right support.  
 
● Encourage your child to demonstrate their understanding in a variety of ways, for 
example by explaining their thinking out loud, drawing a picture or building a physical 
model.  Understanding is more important than memorizing rules, procedures and steps. 
 
● Praise children for effort, explanations and perseverance in problem-solving rather than 
getting the answers right. Build confidence by viewing mistakes as valuable to learning.  
This is the essence of growth-mindset – our efforts, not our genes, can make a difference. 
 
● Make math relevant by turning everyday life into a mathematical conversation. For 
example, “If we drive at 60 miles per hour, what time will we arrive at Grandma’s house?” 
 
● Look for multiple ways to solve a problem. Harness creativity rather than insist, “You 
should do it this way because that’s how I was taught.” Discuss with your child which 
method they prefer and why. 
 
Link to full article: http://mathsense.com/singaporekids 
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